
 

History of Exmoor Country Club & Curling 

Exmoor Country Club was incorporated in 1896 as a golf club with a nine hole course.  Five 
years later it was expanded into a eighteen holes.  Curling at Exmoor began in the fall of 1938 
on two sheets of natural ice.  By the mid 1940’s, four sheets of outdoor ice were in use with 
canvas sides but nothing overhead.  Because of the popularity of the sport among members, 
our current Curling House was opened in 1957. 

Through the years, Exmoor Curlers have excelled on and off the ice.  On the Men’s side, Bob 
Warner skipped teams that dominated Illinois Curling during the 1960’s.  Starting in the 1980’s 
and continuing to the present, Jeff Wright skipped teams have reigned supreme, a remarkable 
achievement over so long a period of time.  On the Women’s side, from the 1970’s through 
1990’s, Ann Brown skipped teams that recorded many victories in national competitions.  
Marcy Calaway has had similar success in the 2000’s. 

A new name has enriched Exmoor’s curling traditions over the past fifteen years: Ann 
Swisshelm Silver.  Among her many accomplishments are being on the winning Illinois Women’s 
State Championship team seven times, being a member of the USCA Women’s National 
Championship team three times, one of which went on to become Women’s World 
Championship in 2003, and representing the US in the 2002 Olympics. 

On the administrative side of Curling, Ann Brown was the first woman to serve as President of 
the USCA.  Georgia West has sinced served in that position and both women also served as 
President of the USWCA.  Ann was elected to the Curling Hall of Fame in 1993.  A number of our 
Men and Women curlers have represented the USCA or USWCA in Friendship tours to Scotland 
and Canada. 

Exmoor has always been supportive and proud of its Junior Curling Program which has 
produced a number of curlers who, now as adults, are competing successfully nationally and 
internationally. 


